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Lesson Goals
• to state that Jesus shows us God’s love for us
• to identify that Jesus loves and welcomes 

everyone, including children
• to explain that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs 

to those with a childlike faith

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1496 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Matthew 19:13–15).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 6 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 6 

activity booklet.
 Guide your child to contrast what it feels 

like to be ignored and what it feels like to 
be included.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
a time when Jesus welcomed children who 
were being ignored by adults around him.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1496 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Matthew 19:13–15).

 Ask your child these questions:
• Why did the people bring their children to 

Jesus? (They wanted him to pray for them.)
• What did Jesus’ disciples do when the 

people brought the children? (scolded the 
people)

• What did Jesus say about the children? 
(See verse 14.)

• How do you think Jesus treated all children? 
(He loved them, blessed them, and was kind.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1497 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 6 activity booklet. 
Answers: children, pray, disciples, Kingdom,  
heaven, hands

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “The Kingdom 

Belongs to You” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle on 
page 3 of the chapter 6 activity booklet. 
Answers: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or 

he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 6 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of Jesus 
with a child on his lap on page 1496 in The 
Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage your 
child to find this image in one place on the 
folder.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 6 activity booklet.

Jesus Welcomes Everyone
Scripture Focus: Matthew 19:13–15



Chapter

6

© 2019 Saint Mary’s Press

Grade 2 Home Guide, page 19

Key Words
Heaven  Life forever with God.
kingdom  Place ruled by a king or queen.

Review
1. What is the Kingdom of Heaven?
2. When and where does the Kingdom of Heaven   
 begin? 
3. Who is welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What is your favorite fairy tale story or movie? By 
now you probably know that a kingdom is a land 
ruled by a king or queen, or sometimes a princess or 
prince. So what do you know about the Kingdom of 
Heaven? What details do you picture in your mind? 

Heaven means life forever with God. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is a community of peace, mercy, 
and love, with God as its ruler. We become part of 
God’s Kingdom by believing in Jesus, being baptized, 
and loving others like Jesus loves us. Sometimes we 
think that the Kingdom of Heaven is where we go 
after we die—but the truth is that the Kingdom begins 
here. We can be peaceful, merciful, and loving 
right now!

In today’s Scripture reading, Jesus said that the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to everyone who is like 
a little child. The Kingdom welcomes all people who 
do their best to love God, themselves, and other 
people just like small children do—without holding 
anything back. No matter how old or young we are, 
we can all be part of the Kingdom right now by 
loving and trusting God like a young child would. 

How can you become more trusting in God 
this week? 

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource corresponds to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “Jesus Became Human to Make Us More Like 

God,” page 14
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

The Kingdom Belongs to You
1. The Kingdom of Heaven is a community of 
peace, mercy, and love. 2. Right here and  
now! 3. Those who do their best to love God, 
themselves, and others in a childlike way, 
without holding back.
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Lesson Goals
• to state that we can ask for God’s forgiveness 

at any time
• to explain that we celebrate the forgiveness 

of our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
• to state that the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

brings us peace and joy

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 878 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Psalm 51:4, 7–10).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of 

the chapter 7 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 7 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to tell you about a recent 

good choice, and then ask your child to recall 
a choice that didn’t work out well. 

 Tell your child that today’s lesson looks at 
how we can ask God to help us when we 
make wrong or hurtful choices.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 878 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Psalm 51:4, 7–10).
 Ask your child these questions:

• Who is the writer speaking to in this 
passage? (God)

• What will happen if God removes the 
writer’s sin and makes him or her clean? 
(The writer will be clean and whiter than 
snow. “White as snow” does not refer to 
skin color, but rather to a clean and pure 
heart.)

• What does the writer mean by having 
a “loyal spirit”? (being faithful to God, 
listening to and following God’s Word, 
and so on)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 879 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 7 activity booklet. 
Answer: Create in me a pure heart O God.

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Create a 

Pure Heart” on the second page of this home 
guide chapter. Review the key words. Use 
the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 7 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. Reconciliation, 2. venial, 3. mortal, 
4. forgives, 5. accident

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or 

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 7 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the snow-covered 
trees on page 878 in The Catholic Children’s 
Bible. Encourage your child to find snow- 
covered trees on the folder. There are three 
trees.  

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 7 activity booklet.

We Celebrate Reconciliation
Scripture Focus: Psalm 51:4, 7–10
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Key Words
reconciliation  Bringing back together.
sin  Choosing to do something that is wrong even 
when you know it is wrong.

Review
1. What is a sin? 
2. What is the difference between a venial sin and 
 a mortal sin?
3. What is the Sacrament of Reconciliation?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Have you ever made a choice that hurt someone? 
Perhaps you said something unkind or broke a  
promise. Maybe you yelled at someone. Maybe 
you hurt yourself by not brushing your teeth properly 
every day or not washing hands before meals. 

We want to make good choices. But sometimes 
we are tempted to make a poor choice, a wrong 
or hurtful choice. We call this a sin. A sin is not the 
same as an accident. Sinning is a way of “missing the 
mark”—failing to do what we know is right. Dropping 
a dish by accident isn’t a sin—but throwing a dish in 
anger is a sin! There are two kinds of sin that hurt our 
relationships with God and one another:
• Venial sin is a less serious sin that weakens our 

relationship with God, but doesn’t break it.
• Mortal sin is a very serious sin, committed on 

purpose, that breaks our relationship with God.

When someone in your family makes a poor 
choice, a wrong or hurtful choice, it can hurt others. 
The Church is the same way, because we belong 
to God’s family. Our sins hurt other members of the 
Church, as well as God.

But we can always ask God for help in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The word 
reconciliation means “bringing back together.” 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation brings us back 
together with God and the Church. In the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, we think about our sins, tell them 
to the priest, and say we are sorry. God forgives us, 
through the priest. When we love God and one 
another, and when we find peace and joy through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we are strong!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation” 

and “Returning to God,” page 35
• “The Gifts of Penance and Reconciliation” and 

“Forgiveness of Venial Sins and Grave Sins,” 
pages 36–37

If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Create a Pure Heart

1. Choosing to do something that is wrong even when you 
know it is wrong. 2. A venial sin hurts our relationship with 
God. A mortal sin breaks our relationship with God. 
3. A sacrament of God’s forgiveness that brings us back 
together with God and with the Church.
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Lesson Goals
• to identify that the Ten Commandments are 

God’s loving rules to keep us safe and happy
• to summarize that the Ten Commandments 

teach us right and wrong
• to explain that when we follow our conscience, 

we are doing what is right and avoiding what 
is wrong

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 132 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Exodus 20:2–3, 6–8, 12–17).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 8 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 8 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to name different rules he 

or she must follow at home, at school, and in 
the community. 

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
how God gave us ten rules to help keep us 
safe and happy.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 132 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Exodus 20:2–3, 6–8, 12–17).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What are the three commandments that tell us 

how to treat God? (See verses 3, 7, and 8.)
• Which commandments tell us how to treat 

other people? (See verses 12–17.) 
• What does it mean to worship God? 

(Accept reasonable responses.)
 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 

sections on page 133 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 8 activity booklet. 
Answers: Worship, generations, name, Respect

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “How Is Your 

Conscience Today?” on the second page 
of this home guide chapter. Review the key 
words. Use the review questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 8 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or 

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 8 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of 
Moses on the mountain on page 132 in The 
Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage him or 
her to find this image on the folder. It can be 
found in one place. 

 Conclude by praying 
the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 8 
activity booklet.

Conscience Is a Gift of God’s Love
Scripture Focus: Exodus 20:2–3, 6–8, 12–17
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Key Words
conscience  The ability to learn and know what is 
right and what is wrong.
Ten Commandments  God’s ten rules about the 
right ways to treat him and one another.

Review
1. What is your conscience? 
2. How do the Ten Commandments help develop our  
 conscience?
3. Why did God give the Ten Commandments for us  
 to follow?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

“Let your conscience be your guide”—have you 
ever heard this advice? What do you think a 
conscience is? How can it guide you?

All of us have a conscience: the ability to learn 
and know what is right and what is wrong. When 
we listen to our conscience, we can be at peace. But 
sometimes we have trouble hearing our conscience—
especially when we are really tempted to make a 
poor choice. This is why we sometimes count to ten 
when we are upset, or we “sleep on it” to make a big 
decision. These actions give us a chance to hear what 
our conscience is telling us.

We must also make the voice of our conscience 
louder! We can do this by praying, learning what our 
Church teaches, and asking trusted adults for advice. 

A really great way to strengthen our conscience is to 
learn and follow the Ten Commandments. These 
are God’s loving rules that keep us safe and happy. 
They tell us the right ways to act and help us learn to 
stay away from wrong choices. 

Every time you pray, and especially when you 
prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, you 
should examine your conscience. This means thinking 
about words and actions that might have hurt your 
relationships with God and other people. Once you 
examine your conscience, you can always ask God 
to forgive your sins. When you go to bed tonight, 
spend some time examining your conscience. Then 
ask God to help you make good choices tomorrow!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts intro-
duced in this lesson:
• “The Gift of Conscience,” page 41
If you have additional time, read the selection to-
gether, and ask some questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

How Is Your Conscience Today?
1. The ability to know the difference between right and 
wrong. 2. By telling us the right way to act. 3. To help us 
know what is right or wrong, and to help us be safe and 
happy.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 9 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to brainstorm ways we can 

show kindness to others.
 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 

how we are to treat one another so that we 
can be in union with one another and with 
God.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1846 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Ephesians 4:1–6).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What does it mean to be humble, gentle, 

or patient? (Accept reasonable responses.)
• How does this passage say we can show 

our love? (being kind, being tolerant, 
preserving unity)

• The word one appears in this passage 
often. What does the author tell us there 
is one of? (body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, 
baptism, God)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1847 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 9 activity booklet. 
Answers: body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, 
Baptism, God 

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “It’s Cool 

to Be Kind!” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 9 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or 

he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 9 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of the 
mother and child in the Tell It! box on page 
1847 in The Catholic Children’s Bible. 
Encourage your child to find this image on the 
folder, explaining that it is facing a different 
direction. It can be found in one place. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer on 
page 4 of the chapter 9 activity 
booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to state that our kindness to others shows 

God’s love
• to indicate that Jesus gave us an example 

of love and kindness to follow
• to discuss that love and kindness can heal hurts

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1846 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Ephesians 4:1–6).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 9 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

We Are Called to Kindness
Ephesians 4:1–6
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Key Word
dignity  Being worthy of kindness and respect.

Review
1. Why does God want us to be kind and patient 
 with other people?
2. How did Jesus show us how to be kind to others?
3. When we hurt someone else, what must we do?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

You are probably kind all the time, without realizing 
it. Being kind just means treating one another in a 
loving way. How are you kind in your family? How 
are you kind to your classmates and teachers? 
How are you kind to yourself?

God wants us to treat one another with love and 
kindness. In this way, we can be at peace and show 
one another his love. He sent his only Son, Jesus, to 
show us how to treat others. Think of all the ways 
Jesus is kind in the Gospels: feeding the hungry, 
curing those who are sick, welcoming all people. He 
even forgave sins! Jesus showed us how love and 
kindness can heal the hurts of the world. 

By now you might be thinking, “But sometimes it’s 
hard to be kind!” It’s not always easy. But God asks 

us to remember that he created everyone in his 
image. That means everyone has dignity— 
even people we might not like. Everyone deserves 
kindness and respect. When we are kind, we 
show God’s love to the world. 

We are human, so we are sometimes unkind to 
one another. When we hurt another person, we must 
say we are sorry, ask for forgiveness, and find out 
how to make it better. And we should forgive those 
who hurt us too—just as Jesus forgave sinners, even 
those who crucified him. (If someone is hurting you, 
however, you should tell a trusted adult.)

By being kind to others, we create unity and 
peace. We become one!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “Everyone Has Equal Dignity” + activity, 

 pages 45–46
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and invite your child to complete the 
activity.

It’s Cool to Be Kind!
1. So we can be at peace with others; so we can show 
his love. 2. Accept reasonable responses. 3. Say we 
are sorry, ask for forgiveness, treat that person with 
extra kindness.
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Lesson Goals
• to state that God will always love us and 

forgive us
• to explain that we can use reason, free will, 

and conscience to live in right relationship 
with God

• to name that we can ask God for forgiveness 
in our prayers

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1620 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 15:11, 20–24).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 10 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 10 

activity booklet.
 Ask your child to share a time he or she said, 

“I’m sorry” and asked for someone’s 
forgiveness.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson focuses 
on how we can always ask God’s forgiveness 
in our prayers.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1620 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 15:11, 20–24).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What did the forgiving father do when he 

saw his son? (See verse 20.)
• What did the son say to his father? 

(See verse 21.) 
• How did the father celebrate his son’s 

return? (with a new robe, ring, shoes, 
a feast)

• What did the father mean when he said his 
son had been dead, but now was alive? 
(Accept reasonable responses.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1621 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 10 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. pity, 2. feast, 3. alive, 4. ring, 
5. sinned

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Lost and 

Found” on the second page of this home 
guide chapter. Review the key words. Use 
the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 10 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. conscience, 2. reason, 3. free will, 
4. pray, 5. loves

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or 

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 10 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of the 
father with outstretched arms on page 1620 in 
The Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage your 
child to find this image on the folder. It can be 
found in one place.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 10 activity booklet.

We Ask for Forgiveness
Luke 15:11, 20–24
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Key Words
free will  The ability to choose how we act.
reason  Using our minds to think through our 
actions.
right relationship  A relationship that respects 
and honors everyone involved.

Review
1. What is free will?
2. What is reason? 
3. How can we pray for forgiveness?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Have you ever made a wrong choice that you didn’t 
think you could ever fix? Have you been afraid to 
ask forgiveness from someone? In today’s reading, 
Jesus tells about a son who hurt his father’s feelings 
badly. The son took his father’s money, left home, and 
wasted everything. He didn’t know whether his father 
could ever forgive him. Imagine how he felt when his 
father welcomed him home with open arms and a big 
feast! 

Jesus told this story to teach us an important les-
son: God our Father will always love and forgive us 
too. God gave us a conscience to help us know the 
difference between right and wrong. God also gave 
each of us the gift of free will: the ability to choose 
how we act. When we sin, we use our free will to 

make a hurtful or wrong choice. Finally, God gave 
us the gift of reason: the ability to think through the 
results of our actions.

We can use our conscience, free will, and 
reason to live in right relationship with God. 
When we don’t use these gifts, we can go down the 
wrong path, like the son did in today’s Scripture story. 
But when we do sin, we can always tell God we are 
sorry and ask him to forgive us. The best way is to 
meet Jesus in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. But we 
can also do this in prayer—talking with God. When 
you can’t find the words, remember: the Our Father; 
the Hail Mary; the Lord; Have Mercy at Mass; the Act 
of Contrition; and many other prayers can help you 
pray for God’s forgiveness.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “The Gift of Our Minds” and “The Gift of Free  
   Will,” page 40
• “The Gift of Conscience,” page 41
• “Using God’s Gifts” + activity, pages 42–43
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and invite your child to complete the 
activity.

Lost and Found
1. The ability to choose how we act. 2. Being able 
to think through the consequences of an action. 
3. We can meet Jesus in the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation. We can pray the Our Father; the 
Hail Mary; or the Lord, Have Mercy at Mass. We 
can also pray an Act of Contrition. 


